[Gemcitabine: a new chemotherapy agent for solid cancers].
Gemcitabine, a new nucleotide analogue, is a promising chemotherapeutic agent for pancreatic, lung, ovarian and breast carcinomas. Its low toxicity (mainly hematologic) makes it a good choice for palliative treatment in patients who would otherwise be unable to tolerate aggressive therapy. The combination of gemcitabine with other anticancer agents such as cisplatin and anthracyclines appears to be associated with high response rates. Finally, gemcitabine is a potent radiosensitizing agent and should definitely be tested in combination with radiotherapy mainly in locally advanced disease.